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A Fart 


Live by 


Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1). 


CCORDING to an old Chinese legend, a young 
man left his Village of Nowhere to search for 
the Land of Somewhere. On reaching the first 
village and asking “Is this the Land of Some- 
where?” he received the reply, “No, to get to 
Somewhere you must have a dream in your eye.” 
Before he traveled on, the wise man of the village 
placed a dream in the youth’s eye. 

In the second village, the same question brought 
the answer, “No, you must also have a voice in 
your ear as well as the dream in your eye,” and 
there the wise man put a voice in his ear and he 
traveled on happily. 

Again at the next place he asked but only to 
hear, ‘‘No, you still need a sword in your hand in 
addition to the dream in your eye and the voice in 
your ear.” Getting the sword for his hand, he 
traveled on with eager anticipation of his long- 
sought goal. 

Alas, there he was told, ‘Although you are going 
in the right direction, still to get to the land of 
somewhere you must have one more thing—a song 
in your heart.’’ When the wise man of the last 
village gave him a song in his heart, he very quick- 
ly traveled on and reached the land of somewhere. 





Wm. H. Hammonds is pastor of the First Christian 
Church, Newport, Ark. 


2 (1282) 


A Journey 


to 


Somewhere 


by Wm. H. Hammonds 


One can say this is highly exaggerated, just a 
silly legend. Even so, there is a great deal of 
authenticity in its teaching. There is a land of 
somewhere. It exists in the realm of faith. 

We need not only old men who can dream 
dreams, but young men who can, and are not 
afraid, to carry them out. How many of us lack 
the faith to translate our dreams into action? We 
Christians have a dream, a desire to have the best 
possible world for all men and women and children 
everywhere, to communicate the Christian faith. 
So, we journey through nowheresville, where there 
is unbelief and apathy, to the land of somewhere, 
where faith lives. 

We Christians have a voice. A plea for higher 
moral and spiritual values in our world. Through 
faith we must clearly speak—to communicate 
clearly. We must remove all doubt by seeking God’s 
guidance on our journey and placing our trust in 
him, 

It is possible to dream as long as Rip Van Winkle 
and shout to the high heavens, and yet remain in 
the land of nowhere! When we have taken up the 
sword of courage and determination, when we 
speak up and act for those things in which we be- 
lieve, the land of somewhere becomes a reality. 

At our ultimate destination, we may arrive with 
a song in our hearts. Believing, you are comforted 
and happy eventually we shall have the evidence 
of things not seen in that Land of Somewhere. 
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IN 


HIS WEEK we are giv- 

ing emphasis to the As- 
sembly of the International 
Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). This issue is sched- 
uled to be distributed on the 
second night of the Assem- 
bly, Saturday, September 
30. The Kansas City meet- 
ings began Friday, Septem- 
ber 29 and continued 
through Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 4. 

The lead article of this 
issue, “Spire and Tower,” 
by Dr. Perry E. Gresham, 
(p. 4) is an adaptation of 
the address he gave on the 
opening night of the Assem- 
bly. 

Dr. Gresham had_ been 
president of the Interna- 
tional Convention since his 
election at the Louisville 
Assembly. He is president 
of Bethany College, Beth- 
any, West Virginia. 
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As Christians We 





Are Committed 


To Respond to the Claims of Both... 


SPIRE AND TOWER 


HERE was no spire on the 

Brush Run Church; and no 
bell. The assembly of farmers, 
patriots, and immigrants of 1811 
who came to worship and pray 
were themselves spires pointing 
up to God. Each beating heart 
was a bell calling all men to be- 
come Christians and all Chris- 
tians to unite in the Church of 
Christ on earth which is “es- 
sentially, intentionally, and con- 
stitutionally one!” 

The setting was rustic and sim- 
ple—a small frame church set 
on a Pennsylvania hilltop hard 
by the Virginia border where the 
towers and spires of Bethany 
were destined to rise. From that 
modest beginning came a religious 
movement which merged with 
the similar influence of the Cane 
Ridge meeting house of Kentucky 
to form the religious body known 
variously as the Churches of 
Christ, the Disciples of Christ and 
the Christian Churches. Today 
that movement numbers more 
than four million members in its 
various branches. 

From the ivory tower of a 
church historian the religious 





Dr. Perry E. Gresham is presi- 
dent of Bethany College, Bethany, 
West Virginia. 
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by Perry Epler Gresham 


body would be called an offshoot 
of the Presbyterians if not a 
branch of that body, but the true 
believer refers to it as the restora- 
tion of the New Testament 
Church without much concern for 
the eighteen centuries of ec- 
clesiastical development from the 
Day of Pentecost in Jerusalem 
to Cane Ridge in Kentucky and 
Brush Run in Pennsylvania. 

The message of the movement 
was simple and appealing. Its 
founders went back to the first 
century to find a launching pad 
for a takeoff toward the stars of 
the “peace, unity, and purity of 
the whole Church of God.” 

The count down was on sched- 
ule and the movement achieved 
orbit, but Christendom is still 
divided; devout souls still cling 
to their human creeds and 
ecclesiastical structures, and there 
are still larger multitudes in the 
world who have not accepted the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. There 
are some who wonder if the move- 
ment may be losing momentum 
in its pursuit of a world Church 
restored and reunited. 

A sober assessment of the pres- 
ent condition and velocity of the 
Christian Churches seems to in- 
dicate a need for a newly form- 
ulated plan of action based on 


President 
International Convention 
of Christian Churches 


our heritage and oriented to- 
ward the most honored and 
worthy possible destination. This 
is truly a time for decisions— 
decisions based on history, but 
not paralyzed by the heroic deeds 
of yesterday. 

The ultimate goals of our 
movement are paramount, for 
they are set by the Lord himself 
for the rolling centuries, but the 
proximate goals are ours to estab- 
lish and pursue. Among these 
are the extention of the churches, 
an enlarged missionary move- 
ment, the continued witness for 
Christian unity, a renewed sense 
of the needs of society, and the 
extention and refinement of our 
colleges and_ universities. It 
seems best to consider these ap- 
parently various but actually 
common goals as the concerns of 
the churches and the concerns of 
the colleges. 

The institutional objectives of 
this decade for our movement can 
be symbolized by the myriad 
church spires which call men to 
love God with the whole heart, 
the whole soul, and the whole 
strength; also by the towers of 
colleges and universities which 
call men to love God with the 
whole mind. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Spires 


Survival is the primary goal 
for any living thing which has a 
mission to perform, be it a person 
or a community of persons such 
as a local church or a vast 
brotherhood of churches. Con- 
stant renewal is essential to sur- 
vival. The Christian Churches 
must be renewed by an enlarged 
program of evangelism which will 
bring the burgeoning population 
of today and tomorrow into the 
fellowship of those who love God. 

A congregation which is not 
constantly renewed by new mem- 
bers is a dying church; a com- 
munion which fails to found new 
churches is a dying communion; 
and a Christian who does not win 
men to Jesus Christ is a dying 
Christian. 

A zealous, young, new fron- 
tiersman recently said to me, 
“The Peace Corps will soon make 
foreign missionaries obsolete.” I 
feel sure he spoke for himself 
and not for the present govern- 
ment. I told him that in my 
opinion one good foreign mission- 
ary is worth more to the saving 
health of mankind and to the 
cause of peace than all the corps- 
men of all the nations. 

The only problem with our mis- 
sionary program is that our mis- 
sionaries are by necessity too few 
and too late. The multi-million 
dollar program which we now 
carry on is both efficient and ef- 
fective. The United Christian 
Missionary Society is a study in 
good management. It is handi- 
capped, however, by drastic limi- 
tation on available funds. 

The Christian Churches began 
as an association to promote 
Christian unity. Today all 
churches seem to be talking about 
it. My good friends, Eugene Car- 


son Blake of the United Presby- 
terian Church and Bishop James 
Pike of the Episcopal Church re- 
cently issued a ringing call for 
the union of four Protestant de- 
nominations: The Methodist 
Church, the Congregational and 
Christian Churches (now in the 
United Church of Christ), the 
Protestant Episcopal Church and 
the United Presbyterian Church 
were mentioned. 

The memorable address of Dr. 
Blake was reminiscent of a sim- 
ilar call from a Presbyterian min- 
ister in the year of 1809—one 
hundred fifty-two years earlier! 
His name was Thomas Campbell. 
Campbell asked not only for the 
union of four sovereign denom- 
inations, but for the reunion of 
all the churches. His call was 
based on the biblical assumption 
that the Church is already one 
in the mind of Christ, and that 
the human task is to get all 
Christians everywhere to admit 
the fact and to abandon the 
“jarrings and janglings of de- 
nominational strife.” 

His method was somewhat dif- 
ferent from Dr. Blake’s. He 
called for a reunion of the people 
of the Church rather than for a 
denominational merger. Human 
experience may very well be on 
Campbell’s side. Alexis de Toc- 
queville called the principle of 
the union of private citizens un- 
der the Constitution of the United 
States of America “a great in- 
vention in modern political 
theory.” 

The Constitution begins, “We, 
the people,” and not “We, the 
sovereign colonies.” The Con- 
stitution succeeded where the 
Articles of Confederation had 
failed in an attempt to unite 
thirteen sovereign colonies. On 


"The time has come for a new intellectual 
awakening among the Christian Churches 
. . . It is our responsibility to answer the 


Lord's call for great leaders in every field 
of learning.” 
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—PERRY E. GRESHAM 





the human side the Church must 
face the facts of hardened ec- 
clesiastical structures. 

The message of Campbell’s 
“Declaration and Address’ has 
not gone unheeded. World con- 
vocations of Christians have 
joined in the basic assumption 
that the Church is one whether 
man knows it or not. The “jar- 
rings and janglings’ have sub- 
sided. A divided world is de- 
manding the witness of a united 
Church. More than we have 
recognized the Christian people 
have come to acknowledge their 
allegiance to One Lord. 

Nothing would please me more 
than to see a “United Church in 
America” embracing all followers 
of Christ. I welcome any means 
to promote this end insofar as 
the Bible is not replaced by hu- 
man creeds and the absolute 
Lordship of Christ is not called 
in question. It is my view that 
all Christians could unite under 
the constitution of the New 
Testament more readily than 
sovereign denominations could 
merge. The heritage of the 
Christian Churches continues to 
call for the reunion of all Chris- 
tians everywhere on the simple 
basis of One Lord, one Bible, and 
one Fellowship. 

As one great Christian re- 
marked in the World Conference 
on Faith and Order at Lund, 
Sweden: “Eggs must be broken 
before they can be scrambled.” 
The prayer of our Lord was that 
the Heavenly Father might bring 
all his followers into one fellow- 
ship; each sheep, however, would 
still be an individual responsible 
to One Shepherd. I feel sure 
that every person here assembled 
joins me in applauding the over- 
tures toward the reunion of 
Christendom which are coming 
from the United Presbyterian 
Church, from the United Church 
of Christ, and from several other 
Christian bodies. It is our pro- 
found hope that we can submit 
ourselves to the will of Christ in 
such a way that there will be one 
flock and one Shepherd without 
the loss of each believer’s in- 
dividual witness. 

(Continued on page 21.) 
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Editorials 





The Old Paths 


HAT do you suppose happened to the Paul- 
WY ia: the Apollosites and the Cephasites after 
the church at Corinth got Paul’s letter about 
loyalty to Christ? What did the all-out gentile 
Christians in Antioch do when they got the word 
from James, after the Jerusalem conference, that 
they should keep “these necessary things’ from 
Hebrew law? 

One gets the impression from the New Testa- 
ment that there was considerable unity among the 
churches, in spite of differences of understanding 
and practice. In fact, that is about the most im- 
portant characteristic we note in regard to the 
churches—there was one Church. 

The twentieth century has seen a good many 
unions and federations of one sort and another. 
All these have been well-meant efforts to repair the 
sin of division. The large majority of the unities 
have left behind a hard core of members from one 
or all of the uniting churches, who have felt it 
necessary to carry on in the old paths. 

Soon after the Congregational Christian Church- 
es began to talk with the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church about a union which has now resulted in 
the United Church of Christ, the ‘“‘National Asso- 
ciation of Congregational Christian Churches of 
the U. S.” was formed. 

Shortly before the final legal steps were taken 
at the Third General Synod in Philadelphia, last 
July 4, putting the United Church of Christ con- 
stitution in full force, 367 congregations of the 
Congregational Christian Church had voted ‘‘No.” 
More significantly, over 1500 congregations had 
not yet voted. There were 3665 which had voted 
“Yes.”’ It would appear that many of the non- 
voters do not intend to vote at all. 

The editor of The Congregationalist, writing 
under the heading ‘‘Zeal for conformity never dies” 
(August, 1961) chided the United Church of Christ 
for its oft-expressed desire to see all of the non- 
voting and “No” voting congregations eventually 
brought into the new communion. Obviously, 
rigid conformity to “the old paths” of Congrega- 
tionalism do not seem like conformity to those who 
have walked them so long. 

Already a language is developing which asks 
for sympathy. The United Church is said to be a 
departure from the “Congregational Way.” A 
column in the new magazine, The Congregationalist 
is headed “Glorious Independents.” 

It was announced in June that a “National Con- 
gregational Fellowship” will be organized. This 
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differs from the existing National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches in that in- 
dividuals may belong for a dollar a year. It is 
said that the new organization was formed “in 
response to the desire of many people who belong 
to churches which have decided to join the United 
Church of Christ.” This will insure some purity 
in new United Church congregations, in the think- 
ing of the Independents. 


Disciples of Christ would see nothing unfamiliar 
in this pattern. It was a little more strange to 
read of similiar action among the Universalists. 
Due to the ‘extreme liberal views” of the existing 
Universalist Church, the ‘Committee for Con- 
tinuing Christian Universalist Churches” has been 
formed. Presumably the forthcoming union of 
Universalists and Unitarians has brought the new 
group to the fore. We have also seen other notice 
of differences between “liberal” and ‘‘conservative”’ 
Unitarians. 

Our purpose in this rehearsal of current history 
is neither to condemn nor to solve the problems of 
others. It is simply to call attention to an over- 
looked fact. Those who follow “the old paths” 
while their brethren wander off in what is con- 
ceived to be strange lands of liberalism and worse, 
are beating an awful lot of separate paths to the 
doors of heaven themselves. 

We have noted that those following “the old 
paths” sometimes get lonely on their separate 
ways and eagerly join hands with others whose 
path seems to parallel theirs for a way. One to 
whom the proper doctrine of the second coming 
seems the one most important fact for the church 
to teach, will fellowship almost anyone who teaches 
this correct doctrine, however varied his other 
views may be. But, for the most part, the loyal 
pilgrims slowly plod their way “home’’ on the only 
path they see. 

Christian Churches, both independent and co- 
operative, are looked upon by the Churches of 
Christ (anti-organ, if you please), as mistaken 
liberals. But some members of these same Church- 
es of Christ, of the Lipscomb and Abilene and 
Pepperdine sort, look upon Daniel Sommer and his 
fast-disappearing Church of Christ folks in In- 
diana as “old-fogies.” 

Could the New Testament Church today perhaps 
consist of a fellowship of different-minded people, 
mistaken about various emphases, but, like those in 
Corinth, held in oneness by Christ, who is greater 
than their differences? Is a new “old path” for 
every beloved doctrine going to meet our Lord’s 
prayer for oneness of his people? 
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Discipline + 
Responsibility + 

Generosity + 
Confidence * 

Dedication * 


by Ira W. Langston 


President, 


N OCTOBER of 1810, nine men 

and women met together in 
New York City for the purpose 
of considering the basis of fellow- 
ship in a Christian Church. These 
devoted souls were excited by the 
freshness of the freedom found 
in this new land. They were no 
longer content to be bound by 
the creeds and dogma of tradi- 
tional Protestantism. Indeed, 
some of them had begun their 
protest before their arrival in 
this new world of the free. 

Now they sought a position 
which would be sound beyond 
controversy, broad beyond ex- 
clusiveness, deep and mystical 
beyond formalism. They began 
to use their freedom to search 
for truth and unity. They turned 
to the New Testament record for 
their guidance. 


The 


Christ, 
Self and 


Eureka College 


They agreed to meet together 
regularly as those “bound in the 
fear of God, to come as Disciples 
of the Lord Jesus, and to con- 
tinue in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.” 

Thus were the beginnings of 
this congregation. This was the 
basis of fellowship and this is the 
foundation upon which this 
church was built. From that day 
to this, no Lord’s Day has passed 
without the faithful gathering 
here for consideration of the 
Apostles’ doctrine, for fellowship, 
for the breaking of bread and 
for prayers. 

Because our forefathers were 
these kind of people they organ- 
ized this kind of church. This 
church is a democratic society, 
an association of individual 


This article is an adaptation of a sermon preached by Dr. Langs- 
ton at Park Avenue Christian Church, New York City, on the 
occasion of the sesquicentennial of that church last year. A 
former pastor of the church, Dr. Langston was succeeded by 
the present minister, Dr. Hampton Adams. 


OCTOBER 8, 1961 


Society 


selves. Because it is, we have no 
holy orders here. There are no 
persons who have divine prerog- 
atives here. The founders of our 
congregation could all read the 
Bible. They took it upon them- 
selves to do so. They also re- 
served the right to interpret what 
they read according to the best 
light of their own understanding. 

These forefathers could all 
pray. They considered it their 
sacred obligation and privilege to 
do so. No one was employed to 
do their praying for them. They 
prayed for themselves and they 
prayed for one another. 

Indeed, very little of the 
privilege or responsibility which 
is the essence and endowment of 
the individual self was delegated 
to any institution or society in 
those days by these people. 

Fundamental to any _ under- 
standing of the American way of 
life is this conception of dignity 
and responsibility which focuses 
on the individual personality. The 
societies and institutions, includ- 
ing our government, originating 
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in this period rest on the assump- 
tion of the voluntary association 
of persons—selves who were in- 
dividuals first of all, and by 
choice members of whatever 
social units deemed necessary and 
desirable. 

To the best of my knowledge 
this kind of society had never 
happened before. Oh, people had 
sought to be free before. Indeed, 
freedom has been a dazzling 
prize that men have grappled 
with and fought for since the be- 
ginning of history, but this free- 
dom in this country was new in 
kind and degree. It has come 
down to us reflected in institu- 
tions, social behavior patterns 
and value scales that are unlike 
any to be found in any other 
society. 

Basic to this new culture is a 
new concept of “self.”” Our idea 
of “self”? is a newcomer to the 
arena of human thought and be- 
havior. It lives only in an at- 
mosphere of freedom. Its devel- 
opment was dependent upon the 
doctrine of the sanctity of per- 
sonality as revealed by Christ, and 
a frontier situation such as was 
available to the pioneers of this 
land. 

It is important to recall that 
Jesus in his travels and ministry 
observed the “multitudes, ha- 
rassed and leaderless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.” The so- 
called temptations of Jesus are 
noted for his compassionate con- 
cern for the mass, the multitude. 
Happily for us, he did not yield 
but rather resisted temptation in 
favor of a higher calling. Jesus 
did not lose sight of the trees in 
the forest, he never forgot the 
person because of his concern for 
the society. 

It is not less important to re- 
call that Jesus’ emphasis on stew- 
ardship far outweighed his in- 
terest in the privileges of individ- 
ualism. And he never allowed 
the individual to exploit the mul- 
titude. Sonship was for him a 
position of individual privilege 
and dignity. It was also a mem- 
bership with family ties, services 
and responsibilities. The adult 
son voluntarily and proudly bore 
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his stewardship for the father and 
the family. 

Now bear with me for a mo- 
ment while I hurriedly point a 
finger of fear at a cloud I seem 
to see on the horizon. First, may 
I recapitulate: The self is the 
cornerstone; the Christ is the 
way, the source of truth, and the 
bonds of unity and strength of 
this society are voluntary, self- 
motivated. If this is true then 
the self must be strong and the 
dedication pure or the society will 
cave in of its own weakness. 
When the free society collapses, 
its members revert to the “multi- 
tude, harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd,” the 
self is once again lost in the 
mass, and the powerful leader 
emerges to give food, unity and 
a strong sense of destiny. 

Does this mean that I am pre- 
dicting the end of our noble ex- 
periment? Not at all! But I call 
attention to the fact that a strong 
leader has emerged and loudly 
offers food, unity and a strong 
sense of destiny to the individuals 
of the earth who have no pride 
in or concern for the possession 
of “self.” It does mean that we 
who understand and cherish the 
self, as we have come to possess 
it, should be reminded that only 
one kind of “self” is capable of 
maintaining a society wherein 
that “‘self,’”’ as we know it, can 
exist. And it would be folly for 
us not to observe that the cur- 
rent great cultural tides appear 
to be running against us. 

It verges on the tragic that 
our young experiment in freedom 
seems now to be caught between 
a world-wide renewal of a dicta- 
tor-directed mass revolution on 
the one side, and a world-wide al- 
most hypnotic craving for self- 
indulgence on the other. 

I am suggesting that our way 
of life, including our way of wor- 
ship, our Christian experiment 
in community, is caught between 
a wave of self-indulgence on one 
side and a counter wave of self- 
negation on the other. Today 
the free Christian community 
seems to be caught between the 
Freudians and the Marxists, and 
the death of our dream, the loss 


of our freedom, the rejection of 
self, can be seen on either horn 
of this dreadful dilemma. 

The “self”? that seeks its own 
god, chooses its own associates, 
builds its own institutions, is a 
disciplined “self.” It is not an 
indulged “self.” It is not a 
negated “self,” lost in the mass. 
It is a confident, responsible, 
generous “self,” that recognizes 
its ultimate fulfillment to be its 
total investment. It is a “self” 
with a cross on its shoulder. 

This “self” has been identified 
and called from the multitude 
by Christ, not for an orgiastic 
baptism of death-dealing indul- 
gence, but for citizenship in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, called not 
to self-destruction but to self-ful- 
fillment—that fulfillment which is 
realized by complete self-invest- 
ment in the service of the good 
society under the Christ. 

So we bare our heads and bend 
our knees in silent tribute to those 
founders, who, recognizing their 
opportunity, mustered their re- 
sources, and after mastering their 
carnal appetites, met here to 
establish a ministry, a ministry 
not symbolized by a holy man 
sacramentally set apart to serve 
the public, but a ministry rather 
symbolized by a society whose 
membership is sacramentally set 
apart to serve the Christ. 


THE 
HALLOWED 
HEART 


Within the hallowed heart 

Faith builds a wall 

Impenetrable by greed 

Or hate 

Or jealousy. 

No fevered monster 

Creeps 

To clasp its prey, 

Nor growls in anger. 

Serenity is ruler there 

Apart from injury. 
—Jane S. Nichols 
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Assails Apathetic Attitudes 


- Malik: Red Foe 


MEMPHIS, TENN.—Dr. Charles 
Malik, former president of the Unit- 
ed Nations General Assembly, cri- 
ticized here America’s “business as 
usual” attitude toward what he 
called the “total challenge” of com- 
munism., 

In a speech to some 5,500 men at 
the National Conference of Southern 
Baptist Men, Dr. Malik said there 
are still many influential people who 
“preach ‘peaceful coexistence’ and 
appear to be prepared to settle for 
peace at any price... 

“The awakening may have come 
too late,” he said. 

Discussing the role of the church 
in this crisis, Dr. Malik, now a pro- 
fessor at American University in 
Washington, D. C., said the church 
should “fire the spirit to new heights 
of vision, daring, and being. . . 


Anti-Crime Bills 


Rackets Bills Law 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Three bills 
designed to strengthen police agen- 
cies in their fight on narcotics, 
gambling, prostitution and _ illegal 
liquor sales were signed into law 
here by President Kennedy. 

The new laws will: 

1. Bar interstate transmission of 
gambling information by banning 
the use of wire facilities to transmit 
bets or betting data; 

2. Prohibit interstate travel in 
support of narcotics, gambling, 
prostitution and liquor enterprises 
that violate state or federal laws; 
and 

3. Make it a felony to send betting 
records or materials through inter- 
state commerce or in the mails. 

The laws provide for stiff sentenc- 
es, up to five years’ imprisonment 
and $10,000 fines. 


Dag Hammarskjold 


New YorK—Dag Hammarskjold, 
the man of peace who died as a 
soldier for peace in the wreckage 
of a plane in Northern Rhodesia, was 
mourned by churchmen across the 
length and breadth of the United 
States. 

An RNS release reports that his 
death, which came as he sought to 
restore peace and order to the 
troubled Congo, was regarded by 
religious leaders as a tragic loss to 
the world in its quest for peace. 
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Dr. Charles Malik 


Negro Leader Rejects 
Freedom Riders’ Idea 


SAN FRANCISCO—A prominent Ne- 
gro religious leader expressed dis- 
agreement with the “Freedom Ri- 
der” method of bring integration of 
public transportation in the South- 
ern states. 

C. D. Pettaway of Little Rock, 
Ark., president of the National 
Baptist Convention of America, se- 
cond largest U. S. Negro church 
group, said he believes there is “a 
better way” to integration than 
through Freedom Riders. 

“Of course I want all the freedom 
to which a law-abiding citizen is 
entitled, and that includes the free- 
dom to ride on a bus if I have the 
money,” he said. “But I wouldn’t 
want to go to jail just for a ride. 

“I’m no Uncle Tom, and I have 
the respect of the good white people 
and the good colored people in Little 
Rock,” he stated. 

Dr. Pettaway said his formula to 
bring about integration was: “Just 
be a good citizen and a high class 
man.” 

Speaking at a press conference 
during his denomination’s annual 
convention here, he_ said he 
“wouldn’t be provocative or incite. 

“Take Jesus—he wouldn’t run 
away from anybody and on the other 
hand He wouldn’t go anywhere to 
incite,” he added. 

The 75-year-old clergyman said, 
“Christians must show themselves 
as Christians or drop the name. The 
Christian influence of goodness is 
not felt as much as it should be.” 


Backs Open Communion, 
Hits “Once in Grace” Idea 


Baptist Theologian Is 
Outspoken Churchman 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Dr. Dale Moody, 
professor of systematic theology at 
Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, Louisville, Ky., admitted the 
truth of recent doctrinal charges 
made against him by the Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference of Oklahoma 
City. 

The Oklahoma ministers claimed 
Dr. Moody had “deviated” from Bap- 
tist doctrine by favoring open Com- 
munion, the ecumenical movement, 
and the acceptance of members into 
Baptist churches by alien immersion. 


Falling from Grace 


They also said Dr. Moody believed 
in the doctrine of apostasy—that a 
Christian may “fall from grace” af- 
ter once having been saved through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 


While not denying the pastors’ ac- 
cusations, Dr. Moody maintained the 
real reason for the attack was a 
speech he made at the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s annual meeting 
last May in St. Louis, Mo., in which 
he asserted that some Baptist preach- 
ers were “intemperate racial and re- 
ligious bigots.” 


In his reply here he said: “I in- 
sist on interpreting the New Testa- 
ment just as it is and applying it to 
our social problems just as it is.” 


On Baptism 


Referring specifically to the Okla- 
homa pastors’ charges, Dr. Moody 
said he favored accepting into a 
Baptist church without immersion 
members of other denominations 
who have been baptized by immer- 
sion. 

“We have a group of narrow Bap- 
tists who think we have a monopoly 
on baptism,” he said. “I reject that, 
of course.” 


Open Communion 


He said he also approved of open 
Communion—wherein members of a 
denomination receive the sacrament 
in churches of other denominations. 

Regarding the doctrine of apostasy, 
he said that some Baptists maintain 
that a person cannot “fall away after 
professing Christ, but anybody who 
can look at a church roll and believe 
that kind of tripe is blind.” 
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DISCIPLES DIVINITY HOUSE 
of 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 


PROVIDES housing, preach- 
ing opportunities, scholarships 
and fellowship. 


FOR DISCIPLES pursuing 
work leading to the B.D., 
M.A., Ph.D. degrees at the 
Vanderbilt Divinity School. 


Details from 
DEAN HERMAN NORTON 
Disciples Divinity House 
20th at Adelicia 
Nashville, Tennessee 





The Church at Large 


Visser’t Hooft Says 
All Denominations are Temporary 


Provisional Churches? 


OsLo, NORWAy—The Secretary 
General of the World Council of 
Churches declared here that church 
bodies should think of themselves 
as provisional rather than as perma- 
nent institutions. 

In his speech to the ecumenical 
service of the Tenth World Method- 
ist Conference, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft said that such denominational 
founders as Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, and John Wesley thought of 
their Church formations as provi- 
sional and not as the final embodi- 
ment of the Christian Church. 


Dallas Integration 


DaLLAs—Negro and white leaders 
joined forces here in a program that 
peacefully integrated 36 restaurants 
and cafeterias formerly operated on 
a white-only basis. 

The Dallas Citizens Council, an 
all-white organization of business 
leaders, cooperated with a special 
integration committee of seven 
whites and seven Negroes in ar- 
ranging the visits to the eating 
places. 





Integration was achieved by 159 
Negro business and_ professional 
men, clergymen, and their wives 
who visited restaurants and cafe- 
terias. None was turned away. 


Union or Surrender? 


BosToN—Catholicism is interested 
in reunion of Christians, Bishop 
John J. Wright of Pittsburgh told 
teachers at the final session of their 
four-day archdiocesan meeting here, 
but he warned that the biggest dif- 
ference between the “ecumenical 
spirit’ of Protestants and Roman 
Catholics is that the former do not 
believe that the Roman Church is 
“The one true church.” 


He added: “Catholics should have 
tact. .. . We should consider where 
our attitudes may be offensive. Con- 
ciliation should not be thought of 
as compromise.” 


St. Patrick Stamp 


DuBLIN—Ireland will mark the 
1500th anniversary of St. Patrick’s 
death with the issue of a special 
postage stamp. The government’s 
postal service will release the stamp 
on Sept. 25. 








Contributions of the church and its organizations 
through regular missionary giving, individual gifts 
of concerned Christians and income from bequests 
and annuity agreements have made possible the 
gtowing outreach of the missionary dollar through 


The United Christian Missionary Society. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jean Bokeleale illustrate the value 
of our Christian stewardship and the power of the 
transforming gospel. Mr. Bokeleale is general 
secretary designate of the Christian Churches in 
the Congo, elected by his own fellow churchmen. 
Mrs. Bokeleale is the daughter of an early Congo- 
lese evangelist. They are two of the many Christian 
leaders in all of the mission fields of the Christian 
Churches. 


Your gift annuity agreement or a bequest in your 
will helps in the development of such Christian 
leaders. 


For further information write to: 





Department of Resources and Interpretation 


The United Christian Missionary 
Society 
.222 South Downey Avenue 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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Flow of Information 
Theme of Meetings 


TEL-Aviv, ISRAEL—Means of pro- 
moting the free flow of information 
within and between countries were 
a common theme at meetings of the 
International Federation of News- 
paper Publishers at Elsinore, Den- 
mark, and the International Press 
Institute, held here between May 
28 and June 1. 

For the publishers at Elsinore, a 
major problem was rising produc- 
tion costs which have forced large- 
circulation newspapers in various 
countries to cease publication. The 
meeting welcomed UNESCO’s efforts 
to seek a reduction of import duties 
on newsprint and decided to inten- 
sify research on the production of 
newspapers at lower cost. 

Press communications were also 
discussed in Tel-Aviv at the Inter- 
national Press Institute’s tenth an- 
nual assembly, where editors from 
29 countries reviewed the editorial 
and managerial needs of the press 
in Africa and Asia. 

The meeting paid special atten- 
tion to the training of journalists 
and to means of improving the 
quality and appearance of news- 
papers in those regions —UNESCO. 


The Church at Large 
CHURCH LEADER DIES 


LONDON—Sidney Malcolm Berry 
of London, former secretary of the 
Congregational Union of England 
and Wales—a post he held for 25 
years—died in a hospital here at 
the age of 80. 

Dr. Berry also was a moderator 
of the Free Church Federal Coun- 
cil, which comprises non-Anglican 
bodies in England. 


COLOMBO, CEYLON—Over protests 
of Christians, a new decree issued 
by the government of this predom- 
inantly Buddhist island requires 
all foreign resident Christian mis- 
sionaries to pay an annual visa tax 


of $84. 









urch Worship Aids 
for over a quarter of a 
Write for catalog and listing 
blers desirous of serving you. 


NGA is Celebrating 75th Anniversary 


BENEVOLENCE HIGHLIGHTS 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
KANSAS CITY, SEPT. 29—-OCT. 4, 1961 


YOU ARE INVITED TO 


75th ANNIVERSARY BENEVOLENCE LUNCHEON, 
President Hotel, 12:15 P.M. 
Saturday, Sept. 30. Tickets $2.55 each. 
Dr. Leslie R. Smith, Speaker 


NBA Session, Monday Evening, Oct. 2 
Governor Matthew Welsh of Indiana, Speaker. 
Processional of NBA Homes’ Boards and NBA 
Board of Trustees and NBA staff. 


Visit the NBA Booth in Exhibit Hall, Municipal 


Auditorium, and meet some members of your 
NBA Family. 


Visit the NBA Homes en route to and from the 


International Convention 
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BRASS GOODS CO. 


= 70 Pearl Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 


PHILLIPS 


FAITHFULLY 
PROVIDES ... 


® Preparation for 50 church 
vocations 


®A Christian climate for 
secular study 


® Specialization for the 
ministry in the graduate 
seminary 


Write for Information: 


DR. HALLIE G. GANTZ, 
President 


T 
PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY 


AND THE 
GRADUATE SEMINARY 
ENID, OKLAHOMA 
Founded in 1906 
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The Church at Large 


Millions of Christians 
Participating on Nov. 19 


Prayers for Unity 


NEw YORK—Millions of Protes- 
tants, Anglicans and Orthodox 
around the world will be asked to 
join in prayer for Christian unity 
as the World Council of Churches 
opens its Third Assembly Sunday, 
Nov. 19, in New Delhi, India, the 
U.S. Conference for the WCC an- 
nounced here. 

The suggested text of the WCC 
prayer will be sent to local congre- 
gations by the Council’s 176 mem- 
ber Churches and by national ecu- 


MIDWAY JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


MIDWAY, KENTUCKY 


Devoted to the educational needs of 
capable, worthy young women whose 
homes have sustained the loss of a 
parent or parents. 


LEWIS A. PIPER 
President 





menical bodies throughout the 
world. 

As the church leaders gather for 
the opening worship service in New 
Delhi, local congregations will be 
praying that “the grace and power 
of Thy Holy Spirit be with them.” 

“May He Who is the true Light 
be the light of their worship and 
their decisions, to the end that in 
their witness and service and unity 
Thy people may glorify Thy name 
in the whole world,” the prayer 
says. 


Cotton to Hong Kong 


NEw YoRK—Two hundred and 
fifty-six bales of cotton—enough to 
make 10,000 quilts for Chinese refu- 
gees—were shipped to Hong Kong 
by Lutheran World Relief. 

The cotton was donated by the 
federal government, but LWR has 
provided $16,200 to defray the costs 
of having the quilts made. 


IS YOUR DISPLAY 
UP-TO-DATE WITH 





ASK FOR 
COMPLETE 





BOOKSELLER 


tet 
PRESS 


291 B’WAY, N.Y. 7 





Orthodox Union? 


New YorK—Archbishop Iakovos, 
Greek Orthodox primate of North 
and South America, predicted here 
that there might be some major de- 
velopment in the progress toward 
union of all Orthodox Churches in 
this hemisphere within the next two 
years. 

“We must organize ourselves into 
one Orthodox Church in the Amer- 
icas and make our contribution to 
the culture and the civilization 
more essential,” he said. 

Archbishop Iakovos took the lead 
last year in creating the Standing 
Conference of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas. 


Petition Against Latin 


OKLAHOMA CiTy—Hundreds of the 
more than 3,300 participants in the 
22nd North American Liturgical 
Week were reported to have signed 
petitions for greater use of English 
in the Roman Catholic liturgy, even 
to the extent of eventually having 
the Mass all in the vernacular. 

The petitions will be forwarded to 
the Secretariat for Promoting Chris- 
tian Unity, set up in Rome in prep- 
aration for the Second Vatican 
Council. 


Give Thanks for the 
Faithful Stewardship 


Of those Christian ministers and missionaries who 


are on the Ministerial Relief Roll. 


At the Lord's Table, remembering His love, we share 


with those who helped make this love known to us. 


THE COMMUNION OFFERING 
Sunday, October 1 (3:00 and 5:00 P.M.) 
Kansas City Municipal Auditorium 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES (Disciples of Christ) 
800 Test Building 
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THE CHRISTIAN 


Why Should You Be Interested 
In a Prestigious College? 


It furnishes a rich heritage of tradition and distinction. 


It challenges intellectual abilities with a faculty of teacher-schol- 


ars. 


It stimulates new adventures in learning through imaginative cur- 
ricula such as Hiram’s “Three-Three Program,” independent 
study, international exchange, honors courses and colloquia, and 


the Washington semester. 


It educates to the limits of your intellectual and spiritual poten- 


tials to serve your profession, your fellow men and your God. 


A New Campus for A New Generation . . . 


For admission and scholar- 
ship information, write: 


A. J. de FLUMERE 
Director of Admissions 
HIRAM COLLEGE 
Hiram, Ohio 


New science facility, fine arts complex and library. 
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LIMP TY 
WATER 
BARREL 


I rode slowly, 


looking, 


calling, 


listening 








by Enola Chamberlin 


Everything seemed to be going 
nicely on this trip across the 
desert, even though it was hotter 
than we had thought it would 
be. In spite of the fact that the 
wind had blown the last wagon 
tracks full of sand, we could still 
follow them. That way we didn’t 
end up in a steep-sided gully 
where we had to backtrack for 
miles, as we had done on one trip. 
However, even with this good 
luck it would take us all day to 
make the twenty miles from In- 
dian Wells to Palm Springs. Our 
horses had to walk slowly to 
pull the loaded wagon in the sand. 
We stopped them every little 
while and let them rest. 

By noon we had drunk all the 
water in the canteens. When we 
stopped, Father went to the water 
barrel which was fastened with 
strap iron to the side of the 
wagon. He came back to stand 
before Mother and me with a 
grave look on his face. 


“The plug shook out somewhere 
along the road,” he said. ‘The 
water barrel is empty.” 


I looked up at the glaring sun 
and the hot dry hills across the 
gray brush of the flat lands, and 
thought of how thirsty I was. I 
hadn’t noticed it so much before. 
But with no water anywhere my 
thirst became a choking thing. 

“TI was going to give the horses 
a drink,” Father said. ‘They'll 
make it to Palm Springs if we 
have nothing to hold us up, but 
it will be hard on them.” 


“How about us?” I asked. 
“We won’t get to Palm Springs 
before night. I’ll be dead by then. 
And Rover hasn’t had a drink 
for a long time.” 

Father laughed. “Oh, no, you 
won’t be dead,” he said. “And 
Rover will be all right for awhile. 
But I’ve been thinking. It’s only 
ten miles farther. You get on 
Barney, take the canteens and 
ride in. You drink, let your pony 
drink slowly and come back to 
us with water. That way we’ll 
be all right even if we should be 
slowed down by something.” 

I jumped from the wagon seat 
where I had been sitting with 
Mother and landed ker-plunk in 
the sand at the side of the road. 
I took the saddle from the back 
of the wagon and threw it on 
Barney, then reached down and 
patted my brown Shepherd dog, 
noticing how his tongue was 
hanging out. 

“Tll bring you a drink, old 
boy,” I promised. 

Father came up with the can- 
teen. “I don’t have to tell you 
to take care of your horse,” he 
said. “But get back as soon as 
you can.” 

I started out, waving goodbye 
to Mother, sitting in the hot shade 
of the canvas rolled up high in the 
wagon bows. Barney set out 
smartly. He seemed glad to be 
free to go as he pleased after his 
day of. plodding along tied to the 
back of the wagon. 

Very soon the wagon was lost 
behind the dark green of the 
creosote bushes, the silvery gray 
of the smoke trees. The road, 
narrow ruts in the sand, was the 
only sign that anyone had ever 
been here before. But I had been 
here on our trips to and from 
our desert claim farther down in 
the valley. I knew where I was 
going. I set my thoughts on the 
green trees that bordered the cool 
stream rushing and _ tumbling 
from the heights of Mt. San 
Jacinto. 

It didn’t seem long. The tall 
cottonwoods, the bulky fig trees, 
came into sight as a dark smudge. 
Then in but a little while I was 
burying my face in the star-clear 
pool at the camping grounds. 
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Barney, drinking from the run- 
off ditch, sucked greedily at the 
cool sweetness. I pulled him back, 
making him wait a bit before let- 
ting him drink all he wanted. I 
sank the canteens in the pool, let- 
ting them (fill, letting their 
blanket coverings soak to keep 
the water cool. In but a little- 
while I was on my way back to- 
ward the wagon. 

Since Mother and Father had 
come several miles in the time I 
had been gone, it did not take 
me long to come in sight of them. 
But something was wrong. The 
horses were standing still. Mother 
and Father were out of the 
wagon looking back the way they 
had come. 

“It’s Rover,” Father explained 
when I slid to a stop beside him. 
“We just missed him, but I can’t 
remember seeing him since you 
rode off.” 

I untied the canteens from the 
saddle. “I’ll take some water and 
something he can drink out of 
and go back after him,” I said. 

Father looked at me with con- 
cern in his eyes. “Are you sure 
you'll be all right?” as asked. 

I nodded. Certainly I’d be all 
right. I was on Barney. He was 
a desert horse. He didn’t mind 
the heat and the sand. He would 
take me anywhere. 

“Then I'll give the horses a 
little water and we'll go on,” 
Father said. “It’s going to be 
late when we get in anyhow.” 

Once again I waved goodbye 
to Mother, who had climbed back 
into the wagon and the shade of 
the canvas cover. The sun was 
behind me now. Long shadows 
fled away from me as I went 
along. I rode slowly, looking, 
calling, listening. I had had Rover 
since he was a pup and I was not 
ashamed of the sinking feeling 
in my heart that brought tears to 
my eyes as I thought of him lost 
out here—maybe dead. 

The sun went down and down. 
For a little while it lay like a big 
red ball on the ridge of the west- 
ern mountains. And then it 
dropped from sight. It still wasn’t 
dark. Out ahead I could see the 
sunlight. But the shadows kept 
creeping, creeping until only the 


hills on the east side of the valley 
held the light. 

I got off Barney and walked. 
My voice was hoarse from con- 
stant calling in the heat and the 
dust. I was almost back to 
where we had seen Rover last. 
Despair gripped me like a giant 
hand. Had he wandered so far 
away from the road that I had 
missed him? What would I do 
if I didn’t find him before dark? 
A little prayer choked in my 
throat. 

“I am doing all I can, God, 
help me!” 

And then down the road I 
could see one of the dark shadows 
moving jerkily along. My ears 
caught a joyous bark. That was 
the sweetest sound I had ever 
heard. I raced forward. Rover 
wagged his tail. He whined. He 
licked the tears from my face. 
But he could scarcely walk. 
Something was wrong with both 
his front feet. 

“Cactus thorns, probably, old 
boy,” I said to him. “I can’t take 
them out now, but you don’t have 
to walk on them any more.” 

He lapped greedily at the 
water I gave him. He licked my 
hands, my face, trying to show 
his gratitude. 

I had quite a time getting him 
into the saddle. Barney wasn’t 
sure that he approved of what 
was going on. I had to tie him 
with a short rope before he would 
stand still. Then it was quite 
something to untie him, hold onto 
Rover and get myself into the 
saddle almost at the same time. 

It was a long ride through the 
dark. I had to go slowly to be 
able to hold onto Rover. But 
Barney knew where to go and 
there wasn’t a thing to hurt me. 
Still, it was so late the folks were 
worried. I met Father riding one 
of the wagon horses to look for 
me. I don’t know who was 
happier when we saw each other. 

Mother had kept some supper 
hot for me. Father fed Rover 
and put some softening salve on 
the dog’s feet. We would take 
the thorns out in the morning. 
I rolled into my cot and drifted 
off to sleep with a prayer of 
thankfulness in my heart. 
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Growth in Knowledge of God 
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E LEARN about God by 

listening to Jesus, by ob- 
serving the life of Jesus and by 
practicing the teachings of Jesus. 
It is possible to learn something 
about God in other ways because 
men knew him before Jesus ap- 
peared. We also can make cer- 
tain deductions about God by ob- 
servation of nature and in other 
ways. However, we return again 
and again, to the chief source for 
knowledge of God, namely, to the 
Son of God. 

The lesson text from the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is quite fa- 
miliar. Usually, we study these 
verses with relation to Christian 
life and action. Therefore, we 
need to keep in mind today that 
we are looking at them especially 
for the purpose of trying to dis- 
cover how we may grow in the 
knowledge of God. We notice 
right away that the emphasis is 
upon doing rather than upon 
thinking. One does not cancel 
out the other but this puts them 
in their proper relationship. 

The teaching of Jesus was con- 
structive, rather than destruc- 
tive. He made this quite clear 
when he spoke about the law and 
the prophets. He did not come 
“to abolish’ them but rather “to 
fulfill them.’”’ (Matthew 5:17.) 

The scriptures of the Hebrew 
people were the law and the 
prophets in those days. Today 
we have added the writings and 
call all three groups together, the 
Old Testament. 

You notice that Jesus speaks 
of the law and the prophets to- 
gether. We recognize that the 
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he Scriptures Speak .. .” 
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prophets had a great deal to say 
about the wrong ways in which 
people were using the law. Too 
many people imagined that they 
could keep the letter of the law 
without feeling anything in their 
heart about God. Both the 
prophets and Jesus made it clear 
that this was not pleasing to 
God. So, we see that Jesus did 
not throw away the past but 
sided with those of old who had 
the greatest insight into the na- 
ture of God. 

In this manner, he could say 
that nothing must be thrown 
away from the law until “all is 
accomplished” (verse 18). It in- 
terests me that ‘jot and tittle” 
of the King James Version have 
become an “iota” and a “dot” in 
the Revised Standard Version 
(verse 18). The older spelling is 
an attempt to put two Hebrew 
words into English. They mean 


by the Editor 


the two smallest parts of the He- 
brew alphabet, one being the let- 
ter Y and the other being a part 
of the letter H. What we have 
in the new version is part Greek 
and part English but the mean- 
ing is still the same. Not even 
the “little portions” of the teach- 
ing can be thrown away. 

When we talk about the way in 
which Jesus interpreted the law 
we must be sure that we realize 
he was not trying to destroy it. 
Also we know that God gave the 
law. In order to have knowledge 
of God we have to have knowledge 
of the law under which he ex- 
pected his people to live prior to 
the coming of Jesus Christ. We 
must not “relax” this law (verse 
19). This word relax is a little 
better than the older word 
“break.” We are often inclined 
to change the requirements of 
the law slightly in our favor, to 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 15, 1961 


The Scripture 


Matthew 5:17-20, 38-48 


17 “Think not that I have come 
to abolish the law and the prophets; 
I have come not to abolish them but 
to fulfil them. 18 For truly, Aga to 


20 For I tell you, unless your right- 
eousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 
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relax it a little bit, and tell our- 
selves that we haven’t really 
broken the law. 

The next comparison, or con- 
trast, is between the righteous- 
ness that is necessary and that 
which the scribes and Pharisees 
practiced. These two groups of 
people came in for a lot of con- 
demnation by Jesus. Obviously, 
not every scribe or every Phari- 
see was a legalist. Some of them 
must have -been, judging from 
what the prophets said and what 
Jesus said. 

The old Mosaic law of an eye 
for an eye does not give perfect 
knowledge of God, says Jesus 
(verse 39). Remember again 
that the law of Moses came from 
God. This was an improvement 
on earlier and more primitive 
ways of dealing with one’s 
enemy. However, Jesus stresses 
the fact that one must think of 
the other person as a child of 


God, even though he is doing 
something against our person. It 
is very difficult for us to speak 
of turning the cheek and of going 
two miles (verse 39-41). 

Jesus was trying to show his 
disciples that they did not know 
God if they thought of them- 
selves first. One way to know 
God is to think of other people 
and their needs and problems. 
We distort this passage out of its 
intended teaching when we start 
mouthing such man-made boast- 
ings as “if somebody tries to 
hurt my family I’m going to 
knock him down.” This would 
probably be poor judgment on 
the part of some of us who are 
not very big and serve only to 
give us a false impression of how 
we had protected our loved ones. 
In any case, this is not the point 
of the text. The point¢is that if 
you know God you are concerned 
about all people. 


Meaning for Today 


NOWLEDGE” is frequently 

thought of in terms of 
awareness to facts and informa- 
tion. One knows “who,” “what,” 
“when,” “where,” etc., and being 
aware of these facts one is 
thought to have knowledge. 

But we must realize that the 
knowledge of God is not identical 
to this—just as knowing another 
person is not identical to it. Sta- 
tistics of weights and measures 
accompanied by carefully taken 
photographs and well written 
analysis do not enable one to 
“know” another person, though 
these may surely be of help in 
moving toward such knowledge. 

And God is a “spirit,” the very 
essence of life and being, who 
cannot be perceived with any 
fullness of understanding 





Mr. Barker is minister of North 
Hill Christian Church, Spokane, 
Washington. 
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by Jack E. Barker 


through the five physical senses. 
Observers of life realize that 
knowing a person is achieved 
through associations and fellow- 
ship that lead to a kind of com- 
munion of spirits so that one has 
the ability to sense the deeper 
motivation, feelings, and goals 
that constitute the spiritual real- 
ity that is a fellow human being. 

Nevertheless, the physical 
body is extremely important as a 
tool for the expression on earthly 
levels of the spiritual being. “Out 
of the fullness of the heart the 
mouth speaks,” and since this is 
true, we have an insight into Je- 
sus’ “heart” by reading his 
words. 

Or, again a man’s activities 
show forth his attitudes such as 
love or hate, compassion or in- 
difference, faith or doubt. Read- 
ing of Jesus’ activities give us in- 
sight into his deepest. faith, his 


The last paragraph of the text 
has to do with the familiar teach- 
ing about loving one’s enemies. 
Today, we are likely not even to 
love our neighbor, much less our 
enemy. The key expression is in 
verse 45. While we are loving 
and hating at will, God is mak- 
ing the sun to rise on everybody. 
We are all his children. He looks 
on us all in the same manner and 
loves us all. The more evil we 
are the more it must grieve him 
but this does not destroy his love 
for us. 

We must be “perfect.” Chris- 
tians, as well ag everyone else, 
say “nobody is perfect.” So man 
works out his own religion, tak- 
ing what he wants out of the New 
Testament, emphasizing certain 
theological doctrines and over- 
looking the ethical teachings 
which do not seem as if God 
should have given them to us. 

To be like God is to have the 
same attitude as God. 


utmost concern, his limitless com- 
passion. ... 

The Christian’s faith that “he 
who has seen me has seen the 
Father” (John 14:9) has as its 
logical consequence the convic- 
tion that a knowledge of God 
comes through a knowledge of 
Jesus—his words, his actions, his 
attitudes, his whole person. 

At the heart of our Christian 
Church worship each Sunday 
morning we have the Communion 
Service which is a recognition on 
our part of a deep relationship 
between God’s spirit and our 
spirits. We sense God’s nearness 
to us in an understandable fash- 
ion and are strengthened and 
blessed in this most profound ex- 
perience. Herein, then, is an- 
other facet to our knowledge of 
God, a kind of spirit to spirit re- 
lationship that leads to a deeper 
identity of communing spirits. 
This is made possible to us 
through Christ. 

Admittedly no man can fully 
know God, but we can know Him 
increasingly through the knowl- 
edge of His Son and through our 
sustaining of the experience of 
God’s presence in our lives. 
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New Christian Church Foundation Set Up 


INDIANAPOLIS—A new Christian Church Foundation that will solicit 
and receive gifts for agencies and institutions of the Christian 
Churches will begin operation on Jan. 1. 


The articles of incorporation and 
by-laws of the foundation were ap- 
proved here in a meeting of the 
board of directors of Unified Promo- 
tion of Christian Churches, the Dis- 
ciples’ “united fund” for outreach 
causes. 

The foundation will receive prop- 
erty and funds in behalf of all or- 
ganizations which report directly or 
indirectly to the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches and 
which participate in Unified Promo- 
tion, Inc. 

Dr. Spencer P. Austin of Indianap- 
olis, who is executive secretary of 
Unified Promotion, also will serve 
as executive officer of the founda- 
tion, said: 

“For the first time, a member of 
the Christian Church will be able to 
make a single contribution that will 
support our entire brotherhood in 
perpetuity.” 

Gifts of money and all kinds of 
property can be made to a perma- 
nent fund, interest from which will 
undergird Disciples’ causes, he ex- 
plained. 

“Let the Church Be Relevant” was 
finalized as the Disciples’ steward- 
ship theme for 1962-63. 

Giving of the Christian Churches 
through Unified Promotion during 
1960-61 showed the fourth highest 
gain in the past decade. There was 
an over-all gain of approximately 
three-quarters of a million dollars 
in giving to causes’ supported 





Mo., shown above. 


through Unified Promotion. 

The $6,672,253 in undesignated 
giving by 4,364 congregations was 
a net increase of 5.6 per cent. 

Giving in the Disciples’ 1961 
“Week of Compassion” totaled 
$554,032, short of the $600,000 goal, 
but it was an increase of $29,000 
over contributions the previous year 
for relief, rehabilitation and emer- 
gency causes. 


Stars Help Promote 
Convention Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS—Movie star Gale 
Storm, a Disciple, made two tele- 
vision films in Hollywood with Dr. 
Perry E. Gresham, president of the 
International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches, to be used in promot- 
ing the Assembly in Kansas City. 

Lee Bonnell, Gale’s husband, is 
the announcer in the films which 
were used in the Kansas City area 
and in a dozen other centers of Dis- 
ciples strength. 

Another motion picture _ star, 
Ronald Reagan, taped a radio pro- 
motional spot for use in the Kansas 
City area prior to the Assembly. He 
made a similar tape for the 1960 
Assembly in Louisville, Ky. 

Mrs. Hobart P. Brown, director of 
radio and television in the Office of 
Interpretation, wrote the scripts for 
the films and tape. She worked 
with Kansas City stations and the 
networks in planning  radio-TV 
coverage for the Assembly. 


Harry S. Truman Library 
THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ASSEMBLY, Sept. 29-Oct. 4, brings 
together thousands of Disciples in Kansas City. Among the “places to visit” 
in Kansas City is the Harry S. Truman Library, Slover Park, Independence, 


The library is six blocks off Truman Road on Highway 24. 


This issue of THE CHRISTIAN is being distributed on the second night of 


the convention. 
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Full Teacher Education 
Accreditation Announced 


Step for Hiram 
= 


DR. PAUL F. SHARP, president of 
Hiram College (seated), checks 
teacher education report with Dr. 
Edward Dyer, head of the division 
of education. 


HIRAM, OHIO—Hiram College has 
received national full accreditation 
for the education of teachers at the 
elementary and secondary levels, ac- 
cording to President Paul F. Sharp. 

Hiram is among the first of the 
Ohio private liberal arts colleges to 
receive national accreditation. 

Dr. W. Earl Armstrong, executive 
director of the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education, 
Washington, D. C., notified the col- 
lege after a year-long, self-study by 
the faculty and following a visita- 
tion by an evaluation committee of 
the NCATE earlier this year. 

The full national accreditation, in 
addition to recognizing the quality 
of the education program at Hiram 
College, means that students com- 
pleting the Hiram teaching educa- 
tion program will receive standard 
teaching certificates in many other 
states. 


Assembly Slides 


@ Offered for the first time in 
connection with the International 
Convention Assembly were color 
slides with a script, of various activ- 
ities during the Assembly. 

Jimmy Suggs, director of interpre- 
tation for the International Conven- 
tion, announced that slides are being 
prepared by the Office of Interpre- 
tation in cooperation with John 
Fulton, Indianapolis photographer. 
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Possible Union with 
Australian Baptists 


WOOLWICH, AUSTRALIA—For many 
years there have been efforts to 
bring closer unity between the Bap- 
tist and Christian Churches in Aus- 
tralia. 

In recent months there has been 
a new interest in both communions 
to encourage unity. Meetings have 
taken place in at least three of the 
six Australian states. 

In South Australia, seven repre- 
sentatives from each communion 
came together and agreed on vari- 
ous means to develop the spirit of 
unity. The ministers of the Bap- 
tist and Christian Churches have al- 
ready met. It is also planned to 
have an exchange of preachers in 
the pulpits. Youth workers from 
each group are to meet in a series 
of camps. 

Baptist and Christian Church 
ministers in Victoria have also met 
regularly to discover ways and 
means of uniting both fellowships. 

The union committee in New 
South Wales has had several talks 
with Baptist leaders in that state. 
After several exploratory meetings, 
it was agreed to discuss the doctrinal 
groups of the two communions and 
find out how differences may be 
overcome. 

At a recent meeting talks cen- 
tered around the authority of the 
Scriptures and on the nature of the 
Church. The question of the min- 
istry was discussed. The Baptist 
brethren found some difficulty in 
what has been called in this coun- 
try, the “mutual” ministry. In Aus- 
tralian churches, just as among the 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) in 
Great Britain, “lay” men take a 
more active part in the worship 
services, 

In New South Wales, meetings 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
Over 2,000,000 Sunflower Dish Cloths 


Were sold in 1960 by members of Sunday 
Schools, Ladies Aids, Young People’s Groups, 
etc. They enable you to earn money for your 
treasury, and make friends for your organization. 
Sample FREE to Official. 
Not for Canada 
SANGAMON MILLS, INC. 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 


The School of Religion 
at 


DRURY COLLEGE 
Springfield, Mo. 


An ecumenical venture through which 
the Disciples of Christ participate in 
all types of fully accredited, liberal 
arts education, in one of the great 
institutions of Missouri. 
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GROUND-BREAKING ceremonies for 
the $123,000 education building for 
the Christian Church at Metropolis, 
Illinois, were held recently and con- 


struction has begun. The church 

sold its own bonds in order to fi- 

nance the project. The pastor (ex- 

treme right) is Raymond F. McCal- 
lister, Jr. 


between the ministers of both 
groups have been held and other 
such fellowship is being planned.— 
A. W. STEPHENSON, Woolwich, Syd- 
ney, N. S. W., Australia, 


Ministry Scholarships 


INDIANAPOLIS—S econd Christian 
Church, Hannibal, Mo., along with 
the Christian Churches of Kentucky 
received awards for giving the most 
money during the past year to a 
scholarship fund for training Negro 
ministers. 

Loving cups were presented at a 
banquet session of the 45th annual 
assembly of the National Christian 
Missionary Convention at Roanoke, 
Virginia. 

In the scholarship program, spon- 
sored by the Christian Men’s Fel- 
lowship of the Negro convention, 
individual “star supporters” contrib- 
ute at least $10 a year to aid min- 
isterial students. 

Two new scholarships for the 
1962-63 academic year were an- 
nounced. Receiving them are Harry 


vality Christian Literature ¢ Quality Christia 


Brotherhood News 


Gaylord of Lexington, Ky., a stu- 
dent in The College of the Bible 
there, and Lonnie McGill of Day- 
ton, Ohio, a senior in Tougaloo, 
Miss., Southern Christian College. 

Recipients of 18 grants from the 
national Negro scholarship fund of 
the Christian Churches were an- 
nounced at Roanoke. Negroes in 
11 states preparing for vocations 
ranging from medicine to the Chris- 
tian ministry are receiving scholar- 
ships for the current academic year. 


MOTHER: Send for This! 


Mistakes Parents ~2é 


Every parent should have this 
new 32-page booklet about 
child training. It Is free; no 
obligation. Simply address 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION 


Pleasant Hill, Ohio 
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Sie Outlines 


oe r4 Years 


Just what you need—busy 
pastor, seminary student, Bible 
teacher, missionary, young 
people’s leader, evangelist, 
Sunday school teacher and Bible 
believer and lover. 


COVERS EVERY 
~ IMPORTANT BIBLE DOCTRINE 


102 outlines, each completely developed. Scripture- 
centered, easy to present and follow. Complete list 
of 102 subject titles free of charge. You will be 
amazed at their soul-searching scope. These Bible 
Study Outlines conserve your time and give you 
an astonishing revelation of deep spiritual truths. 


Seven series of 14 outlines or more. Each only 
50c, All 7 series yours for $3.50. Order one or all] 7 
today. A sample will convince you of the value 
of them all. 

Endorsed by Rev. Wendell Loveless, Dr. M.R. DeHaan, 
Rev. Theodore H. Epp and other leading evangelicals. 


SS SE 


P. O, Box 284-R10 WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 







A Thoughtful Gift of Uplift When Baby Comes 


MEDITATIONS FOR THE NEW MOTHER 


By HELEN GOOD BRENNEMAN 


What ecstasy fills the mother's heart when baby arrives! 
Yet sometimes with lowered physical strength, spiritual depression 
follows. This devotional book meets the need with a quiet con- 
fidence and a sustaining faith in God. For the mother it con- 





© Quality Christian Literature 


tains a choice Scripture passage, meditation, prayer and poem 

for each day during the first month following baby's birth. 
An artistic production; illustrated by Esther Rose Graber. A 

lovely gift for any mother at the birth of her first child or any 

following. Many pastors make a habit of presenting it to new 

mothers on first call. 78 pages. $1.25 

At your denominational headquarters and their bookstores. 


For complete catalog of many interesting titles, write Dept. TC 


HERALD PRESS © SCOTTDALE, PENNSYLVANIA ° 
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Brotherhood News 


Volunteers Enlist for 
Operation Good News 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Christian 
Church ministers, who serve the 
brotherhood in Disciple agencies, 
are making plans now to fit in a 
week of evangelistic service to local 
churches during next spring’s pre- 
Easter season. 

Donald M. Salmon, executive sec- 
retary of the department of evan- 
gelism of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society and coordinator of 
this program, reported that response 








from brotherhood executives to 
volunteer for this program has been 
enthusiastic. A total of 23 brother- 
hood leaders enrolled during the 
first two weeks following the invita- 
tion from Mr. Salmon. 


Churches interested in securing 
the services of one of these men 
should contact Mr. Salmon. He 
suggests that churches use their 
visiting missioners in the following 
ways: for Sunday morning and 
weekday evening preaching, for 
special daily Bible study classes, 
meetings with the church board and 
church school leaders, and by mak- 
ing him available to a community 
group’s program. 





Church Changes Name 


PASADENA, CALIF.—In 1916 what 
had been known here as First 
Christian Church, changed its name 
to Central Christian Church. 

This was in keeping with its 
move in 1907 into a new building 
in a downtown central location. 
Now, since the church has re- 
located on a new campus on a more 
readily accessible boulevard, the 
church has returned to its earlier 
name and is known again as First 
Christian Church. 

The first units of the new build- 
ing recently occupied by the con- 
gregation include a fellowship hall, 
chapel, class rooms and offices. 

Wesley P. Ford is the minister. 


TRANSYLVANIA COLLEGE 


Lexington, Kentucky 


IRVIN E. LUNGER, PRESIDENT 


Serving the Nation since 1780—Serving the Brotherhood since 1865 


A fully accredited co-educational four-year liberal arts 


college offering the A.B. degree 
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—SPIRE AND TOWER 


(Continued from page 5.) 
Towers 


The academic heritage of the 
Christian Churches is evident from 
the many institutions of higher 
learning founded by the movement. 
These colleges and universities began 
as institutions of liberal arts and 
sciences. Bacon College was named 
for Francis Bacon, a secular philos- 
opher of science, rather than for a 
sacred hero. Bethany College was 
founded by Alexander Campbell as 
a contribution of the Disciples of 
Christ toward “the advancement of 
the great cause of human redemp- 
tion from ignorance, immortality, 
superstitution, and error.” 

While there was an interest in 
training ministers, there was a 
greater interest in developing 
broadly educated men for both pul- 
pit and pew. The idea of Bible 
Colleges as a quick way into the 
ministry came much later. 

The central purpose in the minds of 
the early founders was the pursuit 
of truth—a characteristic interest of 
educated men who had won honors 
at the University of Glasgow and 
the University of Virginia. Since the 
religious body was founded as a 
reasonable approach to religion it 
is natural that the Disciple pioneers 
were men of reason pitted against 
all ignorance with no sharp distinc- 
tions between the sacred and the 
secular varieties. 

More than a century of develop- 
ment has brought with it some 
bifurcation of interest between the 
churches and the colleges. Since 
the colleges and universities are 
private foundations with self-per- 
petuating boards of trustees, there 
has been no legal ties between the 
founding churches and the continu- 
ing colleges. The support from the 
churches has been minor in many 
cases. 

The image of a college in the 
minds of church leaders and the 
image of a college in the minds of 
college leaders have not always been 
identical. The church people have 
looked to the colleges for a dedicated 
and trained ministry, some propaga- 
tion of the faith, a place to send a 
rather small percentage of their 
young people, a prestige factor for 
the local churches, a source for an 
occasional supply preacher, a place 
to hold summer conferences and, in 
a few cases, a center for winning 
football teams. 

The image of the college in the 
minds of the faculties, however, has 
been rather different. The teachers 
have regarded the college as a com- 
munity of scholars dedicated to the 
pursuit of truth. They have thought 
of the churches as the appropriate 
agencies for the propagation of the 


OCTOBER 8, 196] 


faith while the colleges serve rather 
as teachers of fact. 

The academic community of Amer- 
ica has tended to form a cult of its 
own. This cult has some char- 
acteristics of a religious body. Truth 
is the object of supreme devotion. 
Certain rituals have been worked 
out to express this loyalty. The 
devotees are divided into academic 
fundamentalists with reference to 
the arts and sciences called neo-hu- 
manists, and into modernists who 
go by the name of experimentalists. 

The ideal professor is one who 
serves truth by making some origi- 
nal contribution to knowledge, by 
publishing, by holding office and 
reading papers at learned societies, 
and by keeping his carefully guarded 
“academic freedom.” Lazarsfield 
and Thielens have shown that the 
professor who is slightly left of 
center on political and social ques- 
tions tends to gain advancement 
most rapidly. Faculties are jealous 
of their rights to set the curriculum 
and fix degree requirements. 

This difference of interest on the 
part of the academic cult and the 
religious body has created some 
large problems for church-related 
institutions. As colleges and uni- 
versities have advanced in academic 
excellence and reputation they have 
in many cases discontinued their 
ties with the founding churches. 
Harvard and Yale are good examples 
of this tendency, and they have in- 
spired an attitude of emulation on 
the part of many educators. The 
Methodist Church, for instance, has 
recently lost from its ranks, North- 
western, Vanderbilt, and Wesleyan 
Universities. 

This tendency established the 
opinion in some professorial minds 





that as a university becomes better 
academically it becomes less church- 
related. The Quaker colleges are 
a notable exception to this trend. 
Haverford and Swarthmore are 
avowedly Quaker and, at the same 
time, enjoy a reputation for excel- 
lence in the academic community. 

The Christian Churches are chal- 
lenged to accomplish a similar in- 
tegration of the interests represented 
by spire and tower by regaining 
the intellectual love of God which 
prompted the churches to found the 
colleges in the first place by keep- 
ing the college communities vitally 
involved in the great moral and 
spiritual values cherished by the 
churches. 

The time has come for a great 
new intellectual awakening within 
the Christian Churches. Not enough 
of our young people go to college. 
We are short on able scholars who 
can teach and publish at the levels 
of highest excellence. Our higher 
institutions are starved for the un- 
derstanding and support from true 
friends of learning within the 


(Continued on page 25.) 


HALLOWEEN 
TRACTS! 


A golden opportunity to reach children 
Trick or Treat! 
2 page, 40¢ per 100; 
$3.00 per 1000 postpaid. 


Make This a Real Halloween! 
4 page, 2-color; 90¢ per 100; 
$8.00 per 1000 postpaid. 
WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLES 
Faith, Prayer & Tract League 
Dept. LH, 1016 Eleventh Street, N.W. 
Grand Rapids 4, Michigan 


Chapman College 


ORANGE, CALIFORNIA 


A coeducational, accredited liberal arts institution in the heart of 


Southern California 


offering 


programs for the bachelor of arts, bachelor of music, bachelor of 


science, and master of arts degrees and elementary and secondary 
teaching and administrative credentials 


with 
majors in 19 fields of study 


Scholarships and loan funds available 


Excellent work and housing opportunities for married students 


For additional information, 
Contact The Admissions Office 
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Brotherhood News 


Bethany Christian Church 


Two Congregations Unite as One Church 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Two former congregations, the Parkland Chris- 
tian Church and Central Christian Church here have merged into the 


Bethany Christian Church. 


At the present time the new con- 
gregation is meeting in temporary 
quarters at the old Central Church 
building. A building site committee 
has been formed to look for a per- 
manent location. 

In the latter part of 1960 the 
merger possibilities became appar- 


PROVOCATIVE 
NEW BOOKS FROM 





Two new volumes in 
Westminster Studies in 
Christian Communication 


Christianity 
and Political 
Responsibility 


By Avpen D. Ke ttey. This 
book explains why constant 
participation in public affairs 
is part of the Christian way 
of life. $5.00 


Art and the 
Message of 
the Church 


By Wa.TeER L. NatHan. How 
the Gospel can be communi- 
cated by reclaiming the 
church’s heritage in the arts. 
$5.00 
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Now at your bookstore 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


ent and a merger committee was 
formed composed of representatives 
of both congregations. As the 
former Central congregation did not 
have a minister at that time, serv- 
ices were set up at 9:00 a.m. at Cen- 
tral Christian and 10:30 A.M. services 
were held at Parkland. 


Westminster 


A Hard Look at 
Adult Christian 
Education 


By Joun R. Fry. Examines—and 
suggests remedies for—the weak- 
nesses and distortions in current 
techniques of adult study groups. 

$3.50 


Christian Ethics 


for Practical Living 


By Horace E. Orr. Answers the 
questions: What is ethical conduct? 
How is it determined in the daily. 
decisions of life? $3.00 


The Use of 
Symbolism in 
Christian 
Education 


By Dorotny B. Fritz. The wide 
role of symbolism in Christian life, 
and how it can be taught to chil- 
dren and adults. Illustrated. 

Paperbound $1.45 






























The former Parkland minister, 
Howard W. Kitrick, served both 
churches until the time of the con- 
sumation of the merger. At a joint 
board meeting on May 5, 1961, the 
boards became one and the merger 
was completed. 


Assistance came from the Chris- 
tian Church Commission of Jefferson 
County, Kentucky. Paul Stauffer, 
First Christian, as commission 
president, set up a steering commit- 
tee composed of representation from 
both churches and led by Robert 
Kirkman, Edenside Christian, James 
Beach, Newburg Christian and Jonas 
Berkey, who assisted in the by-laws, 
consolidation and Articles of Incor- 
poration. Mr. Berkey ministers to 
the Suburban Christian Church. 


Bethany Christian Church now has 
a membership of 540 members. 
They have a 42-member board, di- 
rected by its chairman, B. Hardin 
Stewart. 


Howard W. Ditrick, a graduate of 
Transylvania College and The Col- 
lege of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., 
came to the former’ Parkland 
Church in 1955. He will serve the 
Bethany Church as minister. 


Your Seminaries 
Strengthen World Outreach 


First General Secretary of Church 
of Christ of Congo (Disciples of 
Christ Section) During Visit to 
CTS Campus. 


(1 to r) CTS Professors Joseph 
Smith and Frank Albert; Walter 
Cardwell, UCMS Missionary to 
Congo; Jean’ Bokeleale, Mrs. 
Bokeleale, and Mrs. Cardwell. 


CHRISTIAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


Indianapolis, Indiana 
Dr. BEAUFORD A. Norris, Pres. 
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Meditation 


WAS re-impressed with beauty’s 

silent ministry late last week as 
the sun was setting. It happened 
that I had been out calling on a 
family somewhat remote from the 
city’s din and dust. On my return 
along a pleasant country lane, I 
topped a hill overlooking the sky- 
line of our magic city, and there I 
beheld the spectacle: the sun, turned 
to liquid gold, was floating out of 
sight in a tremulous sea of blended 
silver, lake-blue, purple, and crim- 


By Frank Johnson Pippin 


On Beauty 


son. Against this miracle of trem- 
bling colors was silhouetted the 
thrusting spires of our giant build- 
ings, which for a moment lost their 
earthly setting as they took on the 
flaming glory of the west. 

The waning sun floated for a 
passing spell—thus; and then with- 
out warning or the blowing of a 
single trumpet, it sank into the soft 
waiting bosom of the kind horizon, 
and left all the magic of the colors 
it had woven to fade and die with- 


out a single sigh. 
ful that it hurt. 

It heartened me to feel that we 
still have beauty hovering over all 
the ugliness, and the pettiness, and 
blindness wrought by Man. That 
same sun would have set with its 
same glory over our city, even if 
all the Caesars and the Napoleons 
had been engaged in bloody warfare 
in our streets! 


It was so beauti- 


@ Robert L. Neal assumed the pas- 
toral leadership of the Christian 
Church, Woodland, Calif., July 1. 


BETHANY COLLEGE 
founded 1840 
Alexander Campbell, First President 
Perry Epler Gresham, Present President 
of 


Bethany College and the International 
Convention of Christian Churches 


Academic Excellence with Christian Responsibility 





EUGENE 
OREGON 


CAMPUS situated in the scenic Northwest 


GRADUATES serve with distinction in a 
world-wide Christian ministry 


NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


FACULTY of dedicated Christian Scholars 
EDUCATION for Christian Service and Life 


For full information, write to: 


ROSS J. GRIFFETH, President, 11th & Alder, Eugene Oregon 


here's the newest BETHANY SING ALONG 


SING A SONG 
WITH GUIN 
AT CHRISTMAS 


Know the ideal way to get into the Christmas spirit? It’s 
a cinch. Just get a copy of Guin Ream Tuckett’s new sing 
along album. Here’s a pleasant blending of the best known 
carols from many lands with some familiar “just-for-fun” 
songs. There are 17 songs in all, each echoing the glorious 
sounds of Christmas in its own wonderful way. 





Music and Administration 


You'll find songs that capture the festivities of the season, 
and songs that reverently recall the blessed Nativity scenes. 
It’s the perfect combination to add a special warm glow to 
family sing-time sessions, yule parties, or any time friends get 

i together. Songs include: The First Noel, O Come All Ye 
A Faithful, Joy to the World, Away in a Manger, Silver Bells, 


HRISTMAS Deck the Hall, Jingle Bells, 10 joyous others. 


Make plans now to share the ringing message of Christmas 
with Guin and The Collegians this year. You couldn’t ask 
for a brighter, merrier way to greet the Christmas season! 
Hi-Fi, $3.98. 5 songsheets included. Order from: Christian 
Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri. 
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Brotherhood News 


Interdenominational 


Evangelistic Project 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Jones of Concord, Calif., are 
representatives of the Christian 
Churches in an interdenominational 
project in Japan. 

The 1961 Japan Evangelism 
Project is sponsored by the United 
Church of Christ in Japan and the 
Japan Interboard Committee, the 
coordination agency in America for 
the denominations that work 
through the United Church. 

It seeks to give practical assis- 
tance to young churches and min- 
isters in Japan. A similar program 
carried on from 1954 to 1959 dem- 
onstrated that American pastors 
working cooperatively with Japanese 
ministers could provide an effective 
ministry despite the language bar- 
rier and the time limitation. 

All of the denominations working 
in the United Church of Christ in 
Japan are represented on this year’s 
team. These are the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), 
Evangelical United Brethren, Meth- 
odist, Presbyterian, Reformed 
Church in America, United Church 
of Canada and the United Church of 
Christ. 











Unique Sign Designates New Church Location 
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FUTURE LOCATION OF 


FIRST CHRISTIAN are 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


NE 4 Lm: 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Baton Rouge, La., recently erected this unique 

sign on the five-acre site which has been purchased for the relocation of 

the church’s facilities. Verl Underwood is the minister. Rolland Sheafor, 

vice-president of the Board of Church Extension, led the congregation in a 
building fund campaign last winter which exceeded the $30,000 goal. 


Chartered 1855 .. . First in Co-Education in Illinois 


Graduated Its 100th Class June, 1961 


Four Year . . . Church Related . . . Liberal Arts . . . College 


@ @ @The Eureka Study Plan encourages accelerated schedule, per- 
mitting completion of degree program in three calendar years and a 
summer. Academic year consists of four terms each of 82 weeks. 
Student concentrates on one, two, at most three, courses per term. 


® Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of ® Pre-professional offerings for medicine, 
Science Degree programs with a wide dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, law, engi- 


choice of majors. 


neering, education, and the ministry, and 
other graduate programs. 


IRA W. LANGSTON, President 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE THE OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
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EUREKA COLLEGE, EUREKA, ILLINOIS 
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—SPIRE AND TOWER 
(Continued from page 21.) 


churches who give their minds and 
hearts to the intellectual love of 
God and a larger portion of their 
wealth to colleges, universities and 
seminaries. 

Ignorance has gone out of style in 
America. The claims of the mind 
are heard above the threats of war 
and the noise of politics. Even those 
who are obsessed with more and 
more leisure activities have begun 
to read more books. The heritage 
of the mind bequeathed by such 
scholars as Campbell and McGarvey, 
Kershner and Ames, Snoddy and 
Garrison, deserves to be renewed 
and extended. It is our responsi- 
bility to answer the Lord’s call for 
great leaders in every field of learn- 
ing. 

The destiny of the entire human 
race is in question at this very mo- 
ment. Man now has the ominous 
means of self-destruction. Those 
who are less than worthy are re- 
sponsible for the life and death of 
millions of people. If men like Mao, 
Khrushchev, and Castro rule the 
world there is little promise for the 
future of mankind. 

Foremost in the battle for the 
world are the more basic issues of 
religion and education. In the larger 
perspective of world destiny the 
concerns of both Spire and Tower 
are one. The old University of 
Glasgow is an interesting symbol of 
this identity, for in those storied 
halls of Thomas Reid, Adam Smith, 
and Alexander Campbell there is 
the tradition that all degrees are 
conferred by the faculty of divinity. 
Engineers and chemists, humanists 
and social scientists alike, are re- 
viewed by the Christian scholars at 
graduation ceremonies. The claims 
of the mind and the claims of 
the heart are one and the same. 

The spirit of this old university 
is the heritage of the Christian 
Churches. Our witness will be great 
only if we commit the strength of 
our minds and the fire of our hearts 
to the redemption of man while 
there is still time! The Spire and 
the Tower are one at the University 
of Glasgow and at Bethany College 
which entered into its heritage. The 
claims of both are identical in the 
central command of Christ when 
he said, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.” 


@ SPOKANE, WASH.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Guy R. Overman, charter members 
of the new Country Homes Church 
here, held open house Aug. 13 in 
celebration of their golden wedding 
anniversary. Both have been active 
in the Christian Church for 53 years. 
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Brotherhood News @ 
130th Anniversary 


WASHINGTON, PA.—First Christian 
Church here is observing the 130th 
year of its founding. 

The Washington church, held its 
first meeting May 15, 1831, with 10 
members signing the charter. 

After Thomas Campbell severed 
his relationship with the Seceder 
Presbyterian Church, he organized 
the Christian Association of Wash- 
ington and on May 4, 1811, the 
Brush Run Church was organized. 
It was from this close and rich 
heritage that the Washington church 
here found its beginning. 

During the special founders day 
worship service on Pentecost Sunday 
the church honored 46 men and 
women known to have been mem- 
bers for 50 years or more. A special 
tribute was paid to the late John 
W. Love, who was minister of the 
church from 1921 to 1953. The 
present minister is Peter M. Macko. 

Following the worship service the 
“Golden Club” entertained the 
group at a luncheon where each 
50-year member was presented with 
a certificate and E. L. Thompson, 
executive secretary of Pennsylvania 
Christian Missionary Society, spoke. 


Focus on New Delhi 


INDIANAPOLIS—During October 
Church Loyalty Month among Chris- 
tian Churches, Disciples are focus- 
ing attention upon the forthcoming 


third assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in New Delhi, India. 

An appeal has been made to all 
church members for “spiritual pres- 
ence” and prayerful participation in 
the global assembly, Nov. 18—Dec. 6. 

Local congregations are using the 
ecumenical study booklet published 
by the World Council with the 
assembly theme, Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World, in their observ- 
ance of Loyalty Month. 


Christian ( College 


* Education in accredited, 
church-related junior college 
for women, where religious 
activities and courses are 
available to all students. 
Limited enrollment, facilitat- 
ing learning and leadership. 
Honors program, promoting 
independent research by gift- 
ed students. 

Scholarship program, includ- 
ing six $1,000 and 14 $500 
scholarships offered yearly. 
Associate degree in arts, in 
business, in fine arts (music, 
art, drama, dance). Educa- 
tion for continued college 
work, professional training or 
vocation. 


























Visit us in Columbia, Missouri, or clip 
and mail this ad to Office of Admis- 
sions for complete information. 


1865 Pioneer Seminary of the Christian Churches 


The 


College of x. 


Lexi’ 


Sible 


wn, Kentucky 


Educating Dynamic Christian Leaders for 
A Second Century of Service 





(1305) 25 








Relax 


LEFT BEHIND 


The salesman’s wife who was 
to accompany him to the con- 
vention packed just about 
everything she owned for the 
trip. 

As the husband finished un- 
loading the baggage at the 
station he commented de- 
jectedly, “I wish we had 


brought the piano.” 
“Oh, quit trying to be fun- 
ny,” replied his wife icily. 
“I’m not trying to be funny,” 
“Pve left the 


was his reply. 
tickets on it.” 





“I can sell you a five, if you 
insist, but I think an eight 
would be kinder to your deli- 
cate little footsie.” 


An American 











IRRITATIONS 


Folks who save money for 
a rainy day will be deluged 
by annoying drips who didn’t. 

—NEIL C. NEITZEL in 
SUCCESSFUL FARMING 


| 
| 


To fall in my arches. 
—PAUL ARMSTRONG 


For an exceptional educational experience .. . 


LYNCHBURG 
COLLEGE 


LSS. GS. 


Religious Movement 


Looks 


Ahead 


Bethany Press 


Books by W. E. 


HERITAGE & DESTINY 


In this book Dr. Garrison gives a brilliant 
interpretation of the history of Disciples 
of Christ. He discusses the influences 
which contributed to the development of 
the church from the Reformation to modern 
times. He analyzes what the founding 
fathers—Alexander and Thomas Campbell 
and others—borrowed from other religious 
thinkers, what they rejected and added. 
Frankly discussed are the ‘conflicts which 
have split the church in the past and also 
present-day disagreements; disciples and 
the ecumenical movement; and the destiny 
of the movement, an indication of the 
direction the church is moving. 


10H501, $3.50 





AN 
AMERICAN 
RELIGIOUS 
MOVEMENT 


This is a concise book of facts about Disciples 
of Christ suitable for either individual or group 
use. Gives information on such facts as organ- 
ization, education and missionary work, benev- 
olence, cooperation, early leaders, etc. It is a 
wonderful source of facts about the faith. 


10A137, $2.00. 









A Christian College for Men and Women 


Dr. Orville W. Wake, President 


Fully Accredited 

Co-Educational 

Broad Liberal Arts Program 
Pre-Professional Studies 
Beautiful 214-acre Campus 
Distinguished Faculty 
Small-College Atmosphere 
Granting A.B. and B.S. Degrees 


For additional information, write: 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 


LYNCHBURG COLLEGE 
Lynchburg, Virginia 


Winfred E. Garrison is renowned 
as writer, educator, college pres- 
ident, editor and sculptor. He 
holds A.B. and Litt.D. degrees 
from Eureka College, an A.B. 
from Yale University and a B.D. 
and Ph.D. from the University of 
Chicago. Dr. Garrison, at the 
age of 87, recently completed 
his 10th year as professor of 
philosophy and religion at the 
University of Houston. 


Garrison 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

An analysis of Christian unity especially 
as Disciples of Christ have influenced it. 
Dr. Garrison interprets the forces in ecu- 
menicity from beginning of the movement. 


10C€307, $3.00. 


THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: 
A HISTORY 


by W. E. Garrison and A. T. DeGroot 


The standard reference on history of Dis- 
ciples of Christ. It contains a great deal 
of material available in no other work. 


10D268, $6.00. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 





THE BEST OF 
RELIGIOUS 








BOOKS 





GRAINS OF SAND 


Bernice Hogan, wife of a Disciples of Christ min- 
ister, has written a book crammed with 60 devo- 
tions aimed specifically for women, but inspira- 
tional for all. Each brief meditation begins with a 
scripture quotation, has a “small thing” as its cen- 
tral theme and ends with a prayer. 128 pages, $2 


THE FLAMING SPIRIT 


Max Daskam, editor, has compiled a collection of 
74 razor-like meditations from William L. Sullivan 
that one will read, then read again and find a NEW 
thought. Taut, probing—stimulating for personal 
or group use. 144 pages, $3 


EVERYDAY DEVOTIONS FOR YOUTH 


Walter L. Cook, with wit, common sense and deep 
faith, has written 56 devotions—each with a scrip- 
ture verse, a meditation, and a brief prayer—ideal 
for group or individual worship. 112 pages, $1.75 


GOD AND HIS PEOPLE 


Arthur Leonard Griffith has written a collection of 
devotions that form a comprehensive survey of the 
place and purpose of the Christian Church and 
the ways in which it is to be renewed and remade 
in the modern world. 84 pages, paper, $1 


THE ROMAN LETTER TODAY 


Arthur Leonard Griffith looks at St. Paul’s letter 
as one of the great timeless creations which aptly 
comments on modern subjects. The eight messages 
apply the teachings of Romans to today’s prob- 
lems. 84 pages, paper, $1 


SHELTERS AND SANCTUARIES 


_ Charles Ray Goff, pastor of the famous Chicago 


Temple, ministering to the transient people of one 
of our largest cities, speaks to the needs of modern 
men and women who are searching for a more 
meaningful life and the power to go on living. 

128 pages, $2.25 


THOUGHTS ARE THINGS 


Graham R. Hodges. Ministers, church school work- 
ers, leaders of youth groups and parents will want 
and need this book of 52 sermons written espe- 
cially for children. Mr. Hodges shows by illustra- 
tions or examples how the verse and its Christian 
message relate to everyday life. 112 pages, $2.25 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
ABINGDON PRESS 


PUBLISHER OF THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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How Faith Is Passed On 


Parents And Religion: A Preface 
to Christian Education. By J. Gordon 
Chamberlin. The Westminster Press. 
111 pages. $2.50. 


Parents interested in religion, for 
themselves and their children, are 
caught up in a complex of terms 
they do not understand. They hear 
and read about a “renewal in the- 
ology,” “new approaches to Chris- 
tian education, “fa rediscovery of the 
church,” and “new understandings 
of the biblical message.’”’ What do 
these terms mean? Most parents 
wish they could have time to figure 
these things out for themselves be- 
fore they begin to teach religion to 
their children—but while they are 
expressing the wish, they are teach- 
ing their children something about 
religion. 

This little book, by the Assistant 
Professor of Christian Education at 


You Read’’ 


Pittsburgh (Pa.) Theological Semi- 
nary (Presbyterian), endeavors to 
help most parents think through 
some of the recent developments in 
Christian education, and appreciate 
the factors which have contributed 
to them. This is not a “how to tell 
the children about religion” book. 


It is a “Preface to Christian Educa- 


tion”—an introduction by means of 
which parents may clarify their own 
religious faith, and recognize what 
faith is and how it is passed on 
from parent and teacher to child. 
To do this, readers need not accept 
all views evident in the book. 

In our mobile population, most 
families with children are on the 
move. The selection of a church 
and church school in a new com- 
munity is no little problem. At this 
point, the last chapter of this book 
is most valuable. It is a list of 
criteria by which parents may be 
helped to select a church school 


CULVER - STOCKT ON*COLLEGE 


Disciples 


® Liberal Arts ° 


Canton, Missouri 


The pioneer spirit which impelled the founding of 
this first college of coeducation west of the Mississippi 
River in 1853 continues to develop a program which 


meets emerging needs. 


This is illustrated in the partial 
list of recent pioneer projects. 


Culver-Stockton today is 


truly a frontier of Christian Service for a world of 


change. 
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which is appropriate to their needs. 

When this book is added to the 
church library, it will be read with 
profit by the increasing number of 
parents who are diligently seeking 
to carry out their Christian responsi- 
bilities to their children.—NoRMAN 
E. JACOBS. 


Vigorous Presentation 


Stewardship Sermons. Charles M. 


Crowe. Abingdon Press. 141 pages. 
$2.50. 
Filled with thought-provoking 


and stimuiating illustrations, these 
12 sermons will provide good read- 
ing, not only for ministers, but also 
for lay leaders working in the 
church school, the every-member 
canvass or on the finance commit- 
tee. All who develop and discuss 
the church’s stewardship program 
will find in these messages inspira- 
tion and helpful suggestions. 

The last five sermons on the gen- 
eral theme of “Stewardship of Pos- 
sessions” are especially good. Vig- 
orous and without apology Dr. 
Crowe states that heart dedication 
does not always bring forth Chris- 
tian stewardship. In fact Jesus put 
it the other way: “Where your 
treasure is there will your heart be 
also.”—R. E. B. 


A PIONEER in Four-Year Verti- 


cally Structured General Edu- 
cation 


PIONEER in Divisional 
dent Honors Studies 


Stu- 


PIONEER in Capstone Citi- 
zenship Courses for Seniors 


PIONEER in Undergraduate 
Christian Social Work 


PIONEER in Speech Correc- 
tion Within Liberal Arts 


PIONEER in Parent-Student- 
Faculty Cooperative Planning 


PIONEER in a Lay Minister's 
Training Program 


PIONEER in Applied Religion 
for Church Vocation Students 


PIONEER in Science Service 
to High School Students 


A PIONEER in Missouri United 


Campus Christian Fellowship 
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ON TIME—AS USUAL 


Mrs. Mollie P. Hester, Indianapolis, Ind., like all Board of Church Extension trust account holders, knows she can rely 
on the punctuality with which her interest check arrives. 


Church Extension is proud of its exceptional interest paying record too—77 years without a single failure to pay on 
time and in full. 


On June 30 another link of reliability was added to this record when interest for the first half of this year totalling 
$217,768.09 was credited to 6,820 trust accounts. 


Timeliness is just one of the many bonuses of a Church Extension savings account. Consider also the convenience of 
banking by mail—the knowledge that deposits help finance Christian church building programs—the personal satis- 
faction of a financial “umbrella” for a rainy day and not least, generous interest rates of . . . 


314% ON PASSBOOK ACCOUNTS 
4% ON INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES 


Include a Church Extension savings account in your plans for the future 


Please send further information on the Church Extension savings plans. 


Sa oe nes Ta ee Address 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


AN 110 South Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 





“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


Plain Statement 


Editor, The Christian: 


A number of people have taken 
exception in your Letters page to 
the statement of G. Curtis Jones 
(The Christian, April 30, 1961), ‘‘Dis- 
ciples in general have never. been 
able to accept the idea of Jesus being 
God.” 


I would refer these questioners 
to Mark 14:6la, 62. “Again the 
high priest asked him, ‘Are you the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And 
Jesus said, ‘I am; and you will see 
the Son of man sitting at the right 
hand of Power... .’” 


This plain statement and similar 
ones, twenty times repeated in the 
inspired Christian scriptures (there- 
fore not to be ignored) should surely 
halt the prevailing teaching that 
“Jesus is God.” Theoretical doc- 
trines such as “Jesus is the Living 
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—Alexander Campbell 


God” and “Jesus is Almighty God” 
and “Jesus is the Everlasting Father” 
and “Jesus was God in the flesh” 
(God Incarnate) and “God died on 
the cross’ are nowhere stated or 
implied in plain Christian scripture 
and are later tradition only. 

May all Christians who value hon- 
esty of mind consider this.—E. A. 
GOODE, Vancouver, B. C. 


Rabbi Speaks 


Editor, The Christian: 


We enjoyed reading the article, 
“Let’s Talk About Prejudice” by 
Carrie Esther Hammil in the July 
2nd issue of The Christian. Miss 
Hammil is to be congratulated for 
citing observations and conclusions 
from significant studies on preju- 
dice. We were happy to see both 
racial and religious prejudices dis- 
cussed.—RaBBI ARTHUR GILBERT, 
New York, N. Y. 


vay setase 
reratl in peees 


Letters... 


For Self-Support 


Editor, The Christian: 


Mr. Sillars’ statement, “Too many 
of our churches are parasites. We 
are tax-exempt and go begging for 
support from non-church members,” 
is a real truth only too commonly 
overlooked. (The Christian, July 2, 
1961.) The day the churches are 
supported by their members only 
and pay their share of the taxes 
will be a step closer to heaven. 


Thank you for the challenge this 
remark has given me, and may we 
both see the begging stop.—C. BONE- 
BRAKE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Roots 
Editor, The Christian: 


The way to love money is to love 
to give to help others—W. B. 
BLOUNT, Mansfield, La. 


Within the eye of God 
stands man — small 

and complex —— searching 
for truth and wisdom. 

He confronts the world 
and it touches him 

with fire and sword — 
with hope and love 

It is his challenge to reach 
beyond his fingertips — 
to look further 

than eyes can see 

An education can be 

his key —— to wisdom, 


productive living, 


tomorrow's door 


Deaicated to Excellence 


Nn Higher Education 


TEXAS 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 


Fort Worth 
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The Japanese 


Have a Word for It 


These characters say to the Japanese 
“united strength.” To be exact about it, 


the bottom character stands for strength. 
Characters at the top stand for man and 
three strengths joined together. To us they 
say “cooperation.” 


To 4,000 Christian Churches ( Disciples 
of Christ) these words mean “unified out- 
reach’—supporting world outreach the 
unified way. 


Together, we join our strengths and 
share in the brotherhood programs of 
world missions . . . higher education . . . 
ministerial relief . . . church extension’. . . 
state work . . . planning, materials and 
leadership resources for the local church 
. . . brotherhood historical concerns . . . 
International Convention . . . Christian 
unity. 


Send offerings for outreach causes to 


UNIFIED PROMOTION 
Unified Outreach of Christian Churches 
Box 19036, Indianapolis 19, Indiana 





a chat with Chet 


Chester A. Sillars 


QUESTION: When would the In- 
ternational Convention Assembly 
meet if you chose the date? How 
often? 


ANSWER: ’Tis a far, far more 
dangerous question I answer now 
than I have ever answered be- 
fore. From thousands of homes 
I can see the flames of disagree- 
ment gnaw away at my answer. 
I ask myself whether I am fool- 
ish or courageous in trying to 
answer this question. My conso- 
lation is in being honest with 
you. At the start I promise you 
that I will defend your right to 
disagree. (Another Voltaire?) 
You are reading my answer. Send 
me your answer and I'll read it. 

We are a_ convention-loaded 
people. Vox populi becomes our 
watchword at every level. 

On the other hand we have so 
many special days in the Chris- 
tian year that there is little time 
for a convention. I cannot im- 
agine a date for any convention 
that will please everyone. Can 
you? 

I am not hedging, you'll get 
your answer. But first, let me 
timidly suggest that our whole 
brotherhood convention structure 
needs to be rebuilt. It must be 
reconstructed to maintain the 
distinct roll of the layman and 
at the same time to create bonds 
of relation. 

We have all kinds of conven- 
tions that operate unrelatedly to 
the others. We have fun and 
fellowship and sometimes fights, 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should be 
sent to: The Editor, THE CHRIS- 
TIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mis- 
souri, 


but we lose a lot of good steam. 
I am saying that from the World 
Convention to the district con- 
ventions we should have a road 
of communication. 

Your first question is what 
date would I chose for the Inter- 
national Convention. This _ is 
easy. I would go south in the 
winter and north in the summer. 
I would avoid Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter. Also, I 
would skip the opening of school 
and graduation time. We might 
look at the Week of the Ministry 
and the Week of Compassion. 
Let’s skip those dates. A close 
look at the Christian year makes 
a date rather hard to find. In 
the throes of a confusion of 
dates, I can do no better than 
suggest a fall date. Truly, this 
does give our church delegates a 
spark of real enthusiasm to take 
home to their own churches. 

Sir, friend, I perceive you were 
a little tricky in tying two little 
words on to your question, you 
said also, “How often?” Permit 
me a vulgar, Wow! 

I need to set this answer as a 
brilliant gem in the midst of pure 
gold. The mechanical dross we 
will leave to the administrative 
minds. 

May I give you a five-year 
cycle. 


0001 Area Assemblies 

0002 International Convention 
0003 Area Assemblies 

0004 International Convention 
0005 World Convention 


Instead of a rich fellowship as 
a world-wide umbrella, the World 
Convention would become a com- 
posite structure made up of na- 


tional, and our own International, 
conventions. During its sessions 
there would be time for simul- 
taneous meetings for business 
only, of the component bodies. 

The area assemblies would also 
have a time for the states com- 
prising them to hold annual busi- 
ness sessions. This would, in ef- 
fect, eliminate two state conven- 
tions in the five-year cycle. 

The world is moving so fast 
that I would not like to see us, as 
a people, neglect the needs of our 
churches by just eliminating con- 
ventions. To me this is highly 
undesirable. I believe the above 
cycle can be made to work to the 
advantage of all if we like it and 
really want it. 

As usual with any new plan 
there will be those who will say 
it can’t be done. But it can be 
done if we try. 

Having said this, I feel the 
sword of Damocles hanging on 
a very much frayed horsehair, 
just above my balding head. I 
had better say, “Pax Vobiscum.” 








